\ 


| . WWW.southernscenicroute.co.nz 


a ; E i 


SOUTHERN SCENIC ROUTE 


GENERAL INFO 


Southern Scenic Route 3 
About the route 4-5 
Geology, flora and wildlife 6-7 
People of the south 8 


DESTINATIONS This journey between Queenstown 


and Dunedin is approximately 


Queenstown 10-13 610 kilometres(km) of natural and 
Fiordland 14-17 cultural attractions laid out one 
Western Southland 18-23 after the other - wildlife viewing, 
Invercargill 24-27 short walks, mountain-biking, 
The Catlins 28-33 fishing, hunting, boating, camping, 
Clutha 34-35 tramping and caving- making 
Dunedin 36-39 it an ideal drive for those with 

time to explore. The route is well 

signposted, guiding visitors from 
ADDITIONAL INFO Queenstown to Dunedin (or vice 

versa), via sealed country roads 
Large map 40 & and highways. 
Driving the route 42 
Regional information centres 43 The Southern Scenic Route (SSR) 

: s is a journey that allows access to 
x _ deserted beaches, lush rainforest, 
3 pristine lakes and stunning 
k mountain vistas. 
= ORIGIN OF THE ROUTE 
g The Southern Scenic Route wages 
x originaliy conceived by the Min or 


Tuatapere, Western Southland, who, 

in1985, decided to share the delights 

of southern New Zealand with all. ^ 

those who took the time to venture 

; down their way. Their determination 

ca and perseverance in the face of 

$ f initial official reluctance, has created 
= a wonderful holiday experience and 
Es entertained admiring visitors from all 
3 over the world. This publications 

j the official guide to the route - EET. 

' we hope you find it useful. 


We would appreciate your feedback- - 
please email your comments to:- 
infoesouthernscenicroute.co.nz —- 


e Image Credit: 
cklabel Photography 


www.blacklabelphotographythecatlins.comz 


ABOUT THE ROUTE 


THE ROAD LESS TRAVELLED 


The Southern Scenic Route is sealed, 
but roads to some attractions may 
not be. Some points of interest may 
be across private land, and access 

is by courtesy of the landowner. On 
unsealed roads, slow down and drive 
to the conditions. If you come across 
Sheep and cattle being moved along 
roads, please drive slowly and show 
consideration. 


FOLLOW THE SIGNS 


The Southern Scenic Route is indicated 
by brown signs with the symbol below. 


GOOGLE MAPS 


Let us guide you through t uthem 
Scenic Route. 


1.Turn on LOCATION on your phone 
or tablet 


2. Go to our website: 
www.southernscenicroute conz/activities 
3.Tap ong Jin the Google Map 

4. Tap on a point of interest to get 
DIRECTIONS from where you are 


SAFETY TIPS 


: 


krma 
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PRE-VISIT INFO 


FREEDOM CAMPING 


There are many camping grounds with 
excellent facilities along the Southern 
Scenic Route. We recommend that you 
stay in Holiday Parks, DOC camping 
grounds or other designated areas. 
Freedom camping is not permitted 
outside these areas without the express 
permission of councils and landowners. 
Please obey signs and if in doubt, 

ask local person or information centre. 
For further information see: 
www.freedomcamping.org. 


RECYCLING 


Help us protect our people, land, 
water and native species, so that these 
treasures can be shared now and in 
the future. You can contribute to 
recycling in New Zealand during your 
travels by supporting sustainable 
products and businesses, and making 
a dedicated effort to use the many 
recycling stations. 


ACCOMMODATION 


To find and book accommodation 
please visit the regional websites 
shown on page 44 


WALKING 


> Southern 


takin inc 


and experience, all providing an 
opportunity to explore the wilderness 
first hand, Visit a Department of 
Conservation office or 
www.doc.govt.nz for further 
information on tracks, walking 
independeritly and guided walks. 


MOUNTAIN BIKING 


Whether you're looking for an adrenalin 
pumping technical track or an easy 
family ride, the Southern Scenic Route 
features tracks that are ideal for two 
wheeled exploring. Some tracks are 
designed for both walkers and bikers, 
so please keep to your left and use your 
bell or call out when passing. On more 
adventurous tracks, be prepared to 
carry bikes over difficult sections. Some 
local operators provide options to 
combine walking and biking over 
multi-day journeys. 


FISHING 


The Southern Scenic Route traverses 
some of the finest trout fishing 

spots in New Zealand. These waters 
include lakes Wakatipu, Te Anau and 
Manapouri, and the Mataura, Oreti, 
Mararoa, Waiau and Aparima rivers. 
Fishing licences are required to fish for 
trout and can be bought from sports/ 
fishing stores, Fish & Game offices in 

J Cargill, or 


shandgame.org.nz 


ALWAYS 
KEEP LEFT 


PRE VISIT INFO 


GEOLOGY, FLORA 
AND WILDLIFE 


dieit by natural. 
in New Zealand's: young, - 
- but varied, geological history. Lakes 
Wakatipu, Te Anau and Manapouri 
were formed by the gouging action 

“Of huge glaciers, which then melted, 
creating lakes. Sandstone hills, formed 
150 million years ago during uplifting 
and folding of the earth's crust, are 
visible west of Tuatapere, Limestone 
sealiQck outcrops and caves at Clifden were 
Created by the streams. Iri The Catlins, 
distinctive parallel ridges and valleys 
show the Southland syncline, 


WILDLIFE VIEWING 


opportunity 
Zealand's uniqt 
need to apprecia 


animal. P 
as outlined. A 
protectec 

are enda 
designed to enhance the e 
for you and to protec 


* Use viewing platforms and hides 
where provided and follow all 
instructions 

* Remain at least 20m (or further in 
some instances) away from all 
wildlife, and never block their path 


* Do not feed or touch any wildlife 


+ Be aware of areas where dogs are 


prohibited (including National Parks 
- and many other reserves), and abide 
by these conditions - they are a 

c im New Zealand wildlife 


-300 and 500 pups are born at the 


are likely to be seen rest areas. The 
yellowhead/ mohua may be found 
Sithe beech forest of The Cat 
Conservation Park 


FLORA 


Beech/tawhai forest dominates the 
Fiordland National Park and the 
Takitimu ranges. Other species pr: 
include kamahi and po odocarr 


nguins/* 3 nest in Durrows 


SEABIRDS 


muttonbir ds 


terns/tara. Fs 


kotuku-ng Jp t J |t 
or parore, white herons/kotuku and 
dotterels. 


SEALS AND SEALIONS 


New Zealand (NZ) fur seals/kekeno 
favour the boulder beaches and rocky 
platforms of the south coast. Between 


_ Nugget Point/Tokata rookery each 
Th 


zraaljgfshskatoe prefers 


Cannibal and 


GENERAL INFO 


es, often resting 


Do not disturb them. These are 
powerful, wild animals and can be 
dangerous if they are approached too 
Closely. Keep at least 20m away from 
seals and sea lions. Southern elephant 
seals/ihupuku sometimes visit Nugget 
Point/Tokata during late summer. 


WHALES 


For the trave with a kee 


le to spot th 


you may be ; 
of a Southern Right Whale on their 


migration path from the coastal high 
points of the Catlins or in Foveaux Strait 
from atop Bluff Hill 


HECTOR'S DOLPHINS/PAHU 


During summer the world's smallest 
dolphin is at home in Te Waewae and 
P "oo se bays. Pleas 
guid s 


GEOLOGY, FLORA & WILDLIFE 7 


PEOPLE OF 
THE SOUTH 


MAORI HISTORY 


Maori have occupied the south of 

the South Island for approximately 
1,000 years. Permanent settlements 

at Riverton/Aparima and Colac Bay/ 
Oraka were linked to a network of 
mahika kai: seasonal coastal camps that 
oral traditions say stretched around 
the south coast. Early Maori midden 
sites are visible at Tahakopa Bay in The 
Catlins and the Clifden caves have 
evidence of travelling Maori parties. 


Origins 

As early as 1350, fishing was beginning 
to replace moa hunting and sealing 
for Maori. In local dialect the 'Ng'as in 
Ngai Tahu is often replaced with a'K' 
as in Kai Tahu. Kai Tahu whanui are the 
indigenous people of the southern 
islands of New Zealand. Waitaha iwi 
from Rarotonga were the first settlers 
and named the South Island Te Wai 
Pounamu meaning "the Greenstone 
Isle" as well as prominent features 

such as Aoraki/Mount Cook. In the late 
s Kati Mamoe arrived from the 
irea. Soon after, they were 
Cook Strait/ Te Moana 
) powerful Ngai Tahu 
ing over the 


) 


ngton 


wed 


15, ar 


European interaction was peaceful, 
and lead to natural intermarriage 
between Pakeha and Maori. Mixed- 
race settlements were formed 
around whaling bases, including Port 
Molyneux, Tautuku and Waikawa 
but, like their quarry, these were to 
soon disappear. 


Striking Gold 

As European explorers ventured inland 
they paved the way for pioneering 
farmers. In 1861, gold was discovered. 
Several gold rushes ensued with 
thousands of prospectors arriving, 
some from Australia and China, to 
exploit gold in th > and 


S 


Arrow rivers (am: ther places). 
Goldmining hi ding Chinese 
settlements be d at several 
places including A wn. Orepuki 
and Round Hill in gwoods 
hosted smal , shes. Dunedin 
also ben gold rush days, 
briefly becor New Zealand's 
largest town 

Timber and H ower 

Sawmills ha mportant 

part of the s s history. From axes 


try developed 
vered haulers, 
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PEOPLE OF THE SOUTH 
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Must do... 
Cycle the Queenstown Trail 
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FIORDLAND 


TE ANAU 

Te Anau is the Gateway to Fiordland 
being the closest town to Milford Sound 
and Doubtful Sound. The international 
reputation as the "Walking capital of the 
world" is well earned, with Te Anau being 
the departure point for many excellent 
walking tracks, including 3 of the New 
Zealand's Great Walks. A great place to 
base yourself while visiting the Sounds or 
experiencing the walking tracks. 


TE WAHIPOUNAMU SOUTH 

WEST NEW ZEALAND WORLD 
HERITAGE AREA 

World Heritage is a global concept that 
identifies natural and cultural sites of 
world significance - areas so special 
that protecting them is of concern 

for all people. Known to Maori as Te 
Wahipounamu (the place of greenstone), 
the South West New Zealand World 
Heritage Area incorporates: Aoraki/ 
Mount Cook, Westland/TaiPoutini, 
Fiordland and Mount Aspiring national 
parks - covering 2.6 million hectares of 
pristine wilderness. Some of the best 
examples of animals and plants once 
found on the ancient supercontinent 
Gondwana, live in this World 

Heritage Area, 


FIORDLAND NATIONAL PARK 
VISITOR CENTRE 

Located on the lakefront in Te Anau, 
DOC staff can provide information on 
the many walks and multiday hikes 
available in the area, as well as advice and 
up-to-date information on weather and 
track conditions. A brochure of selected 
short Walks in Fiordland can be obtained 
from the Visitor Centre. For information/ 
bookings visit: www.doc.govt.nz 


MILFORD SOUND/ PIOPIOTAHI 

5 hr return drive from Te Anau 

World renowned, Milford Sound is 
New Zealand's only fiord accessible via 
road. Explore the many short walks and 


Must see... 


Lake Te Anau 


scenic-stopping points along the Milford 
Road itself- a spectacular alpine journey 
through a World Heritage National Park. 
A guided journey offers insights which 
add to the experience and leaves drivers 
free to enjoy the scenery. Pre-book in the 
peak season and check road conditions 
before departing, especially in winter. 
For information contact the Fiordland 
National Park Visitor Centre. 


THE WILDERNESS LOOKOUT 

5 min 

Situated on $H94,15 to 20min 

drive from Te Anau towards Mossburn. 
The viewing platform overlooks 
Halocarpus bidwillii (bog pine) forest, 
and offers 360° views of the Takitimu 
Mountains, foothills and farmland. 


IVON WILSON PARK 

Ivon Wilson Park is an open 35-hectare 
park with fantastic views of the Fiordland 
Mountains. The park is fantastic for 
families to visit with extensive plantings 
and many marked trails leading to the 
picturesque Lake Henry which is stocked 
with rainbow and brown trout. There is 
also a mountain bike track located in the 
reserve. 


VISITOR CENTRE TO TE ANAU 


BIRD SANCTUARY 

15 min walk each way 

A lakeside path leads to the Te Anau Bird 
Sanctuary. Open from dawn until dusk, 
entry is by gold coin donation. 


VISITOR CENTRE TO CONTROL GATES 
50 min walk each way 

Along the lakeshore from the Te Anau 
Bird Sanctuary, the control gates lie at the 
south western corner of Lake Te Anau, 
and regulate water flows between lakes 
for the West Arm 

hydro-electric power station. This is also 
the start of the Kepler Track. 


VISITOR CENTRE TO BLUE GUM 


POINT BOAT HARBOUR 
1 hour return walk 
From the Visitor Centre, follow the 


DESTINATIONS 


IC 


Te Anau lakeshore towards the main 
shopping centre. This lakeside walk 

offers great views and family activity 
opportunities. Stop for a coffee or 

ice cream along the way to the boat 
harbour at Blue Gum Point. There are two 
playgrounds on this walk — Lions Park 
beside the Lakefront Church and another 
playground at Blue Gum Point. 


CONTROL GATES TO DOCK BAY 

1 hr return walk 

A return walk on the first section of the 
Kepler Track. Startíng from the control 
gates, a well-defined track follows the 
lakeshore through attractive stands 

of native forest. Dock Bay has great 
swimming and picnic facilities. 


CONTROL GATES TO BROD BAY 

3 hr return walk 

Further on from Dock Bay, Brod Bay is 
another popular spot for boaties and day 
walkers to enjoy the beach and picnic 
facilities. A water taxi is available to return 
to Te Anau on a prearranged basis. 


Qi: ANAU MANAPOURI CYCLE TRAIL 


Follow the beautiful Waiau River between 
Te Anau and Manapouri, with plenty of 
places to stop and take in the scenery, 
have a picnic or look for fish! Cycle, walk 
or run along a wide and beautifully 
maintained trail which is accessible for all 
ages and abilities. Bike hire for half or full 
day is available in Te Anau. 


(20) RAINBOW REACH TO SHALLOW BAY 


3 hr 30 min walk return 

A gently undulating track through 
mountain beech forest with great river 
views. Some scenes in the Lord of the 
Rings movies were filmed here. The 
Shallow Bay Hut offers shelter and toilet 
facilities as does the nearby Moturau Hut. 


MANAPOURI 

The departure point for excursions to 
Doubtful Sound/ Patea and the West 
Arm Underground Power Station, 
Manapouri also offers a range of short 


walks accessible by water taxi. Contact 
the Fiordland National Park Visitor 
Centre for further information. 


LAKE MANAPOURI 

Called Roto-ua (rainy lake) and 
Moturau (many islands) by early 
Maori, environmentalists successfully 
campaigned to save the areas natural 
beauty in the 1960s, halting plans to 
raise the lake level to generate hydro- 
electricity. 


DOUBTFUL SOUND/PATEA 

B hr return trip from Manapouri 

The journey to Doubtful Sound starts 
with a boat ride across beautiful Lake 
Manapouri, followed by a bus journey 
over Wilmot Pass, through the pristine 
Fiordland National Park. A trip to the 
underground power station at West Arm 
is an interesting side excursion. Access to 
the Sound is by boat only vía Manapouri. 
Local operators run quided excursions 
daily to Doubtful Sound. 


FRASERS BEACH 

45 min walk each way 

A pleasant stroll along the Waiau River 
bank and Lake Manapouri shore from 
Pearl Harbour to Frasers Beach, There are 
exit points at several places back to the 
main road. The track is sign-posted from 
both the start and end points. 


HOME CREEK 

30 min loop walk 

This 14 hectare parkland is located 
approx. 1 km east of Manapouri and is 
accessible via a signeposted road off the 
Manapouri-Hillside Road. Home Creek is a 
naturally meandering stream originating 
in the internationally significant Kepler 
Mire and draining to the Waiau arm of 
Lake Manapouri. It s an important native 
fishery and habitat for brown trout ® 


FIORDLAND 


WESTERN SOUTHLAND 
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Must do... 


Visit Monkey Island 
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©) GEMSTONE BEACH 
Located % km north of Orepuki, 
Gemstone Beach is known for its 
constant state of change from sand to 
stones with the storms and tides. Semi- 
precious gems such as garnet, jasper, 
Quartz and nephrite can often be found 
on the beach. It is also a great beach for 
surfing and surfcasting. 


MONKEY ISLAND/ TE PUKA 
O TAKITIMU 

Known by Kai Tahu as Te Puk 
Takitimu, the island is the an 
of the legendary Takitimu w 
captained by Tamatea a 
the mouth of the Waiau River. Ac 
the island is tide-dependent 


COSY NOOK 

Cosy Nook is a rocky cove sheltering 
several fishing boats 
homes). Early Euro S 
reported Pahi's Village - a Kai Tahu 
settlement of forty houses was situated 
here. The small island, Matariki, was 
once a defended pa site. 


(38) LONG HILLY TRACK 
2 hr return walk 
Starting at Round Hill Road, 15 km 
west of Riverton, the Long Hilly Track 
explores regenerating native bush 
and relics from the little-known days 
of early Chinese goldmining activity 
in Southland - the largest Chinese 
settlement in New Zealand. The 
gravelled loop-track leads through a 

. tramway cutting to old earth dams. A 

— wide variety of native plants and birds 

- «an be found along the way. 


Must see... 


Riverton Harbour 


COLAC BAY/ORAKA 

A large statue of a surfer riding a wave 
greets visitors to Colac Bay/Oraka 

First settled by early Maori, the rocky 
coastline, great sandy beach and surf 
continue to attract people to this small 
settlement 


MORES SCENIC RESERVE 
10m 


and and Foveaux 


(iwa towards Rakiura 


(31) TARAMEA/HOWELLS POINT 
At the end of the ‘Rocks Highway’ 
This is a privately-owned recreation 
reserve and is a great place for walking, 
picnicking, fishing and bird watching. 
It offers spectacular views of Taramea 
Bay, Invercargill, Bluff and Rakiura 
Stewart Island 


THORNBURY 


the vintage farm machinery 


WESTERN SOUTHLAND 


(32) TE WAI KORARI WETLAND RESERVE — 
20 min return walk == 
A short walking track starts atthe — —. : 
eastern entrance to Riverton/Aparima —. E 
(on the le hand side of the road LM 
heading to Invercargill), and leads 
down to loop through the 6 hectare 
flax wetland. This reserve provides a 
sanctuary for whitebait/inanga and 
other native fish. Part of the walk is 
along the beach at the edge of the 
estuary itself. 
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INVERCARGILL 


(43) ANDERSON PARK 
Complete with sculptured lawns 
and rose gardens, the large park also 
features a traditional carved Maori 
house, duck pond and children's 
playground. 


(42) THOMSONS BUSH 
Thomsons Bush is a remnant of the 
mainly kahikatea swamp forest that 
once covered much of Southland 
The native vegetation is dominated 
by kahikatea, black pine/matai and 
ribbonwood. it provides opportunities 
for walks and picnics. It is located on 
both sides of Queens Drive, on the 
northern side of the Waihopai River. 


QUEENS PARK 

This is one of New Zealand's “Gardens 
of National Significance" and contains a 
rose garden, winter gardens, children's 
play area, aviary, animal enclosures, E 
rhododendron dell, duck ponds, a golf“ 
course, café, fitness track and many 
other stunning features 
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(9) WAIHOPAI WALKWAY 
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SANDY POINT/OUE 
Sandy Point/Oue is a 


^oi 


Must see... 


Invercargill Water Tower 


tracks makes it easy to explore the 
river banks, estuary and forest. There 
are mountain bike tracks to suit all 

skill levels and also network of tracks 
for horse-riding. The Visitor Centre on 
Sandy Point Road provides information 
on walks, flora, fauna and human 
history of the area. 


ORETI BEACH 

The sweeping sandy expanse of Oreti 
Beach was the trail used by Maori 
travelling between Riverton/Aparima 
and Sandy Point/Oue. The south end 
of the beach was called Ma Te Aweawe 
(Misty Way). Oreti Beach was used for 
some of Burt Munro's exploits and 
features in the movie*The World's 
Fastest Indian" The beach is 30 km long 
and the main vehicle entrance is at the 
end of Dunns Road, Otatara. 


custom of rangatira (chiefs) extending 
their mana (power and authority) over 
areas or people, by placing their cloaks 
over them. The ‘Hill’ has-a network of 
short walks ranging from one to three 
hours in length. The summit of Bluff 
Hill/Motupohue provides spectacular 
views out to Foveaux Strait/Te Ara a 
Kiwa and across Southland. A visit to 
Bluff wouldn't be complete without a 
photo at the famous signpost at Stirling 
Point, pointing the way to major cities 
around the world, and marking the 
southern end of SH1 which runs the 
length of New Zealand. 


BLUFF 


Bluff is the oldest European town in 
New Zealand, having been settled 
continuously since 1824. Mountain 
bike and walking tracks are accessible 
from car parks located at the summit of 
Bluff Hill, Gunpit Road and Stirling Point 
- the beginning of SH1 - recreation 
opportunities are vast. Be sure to visit 
the Bluff Maritime Museum and sample 
the famous Bluff Oyster in season. 


BLUFF HILL/MOTUPOHUE AND 
STIRLING POINT 
The Maori name for Bluff Hill is 
Motupohue (motu because of its 
island-like appearance from the sea, 
and pohue for the native convolvulus 
that flowers in the forest). Recognised 
as a place of cultural significance to 
Kai Tahu, Motupohue is a topuni site 
derived from the traditional Kai Tahu 


©) GREENPOINT RESERVE 
Signposted from SH1, immediately 
before the Greenpoint Cemetery. A well 
graded track and boardwalk follows the 
shoreline to Greenpoint, highlighting 
features of natural and historic interest 
that include a ship graveyard. 


(3) WAITUNA WETLANDS 
Registered as a wetland of international 
significance, the Waituna Lagoon and 
wetlands is sign-posted on SH92. It is 
an important habitat for birds, native 
hish and trout, and is home to some 
unusual plants, many of which can be 

a short walk (1.5 hr return) 


through the area 


RAKIURA 
STEWART.ISLAND 


ithern circuits. Vis 
onal Park Visitor 
ore information. Flights 


a Stewart Island operate daily 
nvercargill Airport, or visitors can 
ike a ferry or helicopter from Bluff. 
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THE CATLINS 


©) WAIPAPA POINT 

Shortened from the original Maori 
name of Waipapapa, meaning shallow 
waters, this is the site of New Zealand's 
worst civilian shipwreck. In 1881 the SS 
Tararua ran aground on Waipapa Reef 
and 131 of 151 passengers and crew 
died. The lighthouse, built after the 


disaster, stands as a poignant reminder. 


Sea lions/whakahao can be found on 
the beach and amongst the coastal 
tussock. Please follow theguidelines for 
appropriate behaviour around wildlife. 


TARARUA ACRE CEMETERY 
15 min return walk 
Signposted from the Waipapa Point 
Lighthouse Road, the walk is across 
private property (closed during the 
lambing season September/October). 
The Tararua Acre'is where many of the 
victims of the SS Tararua shipwreck 
are buried. 


(3) SLOPE POINT 
20 min return walk 
The most southerly point on the 
South Island of New Zealand, Slope 
Point is a marked route across private 


farmland, giving good views of Rakiura - 
Stewart Island, Bluff and the Tiwai Point - 


aluminium smelter. The cliff tops are 


©) WAIPOHATU RECREATION AREA 
Maori legend has it that large hairy 


giants called Maeroero inhabited these 


valleys of bush. Two tracks in the area 
explore native forest. One easy walk 
(30 minutes return) is wheelchair 


accessible, and a larger hike (2 hrs each 


way) gives you the chance to really 
enjoy nature. 


Must see... 


Waipapa Point Lighthouse 


(57) CURIO BAY/TUMU TOKA AND 


PORPOISE BAY 
Few places offer such scenic, wildlife 


and recreational values in one small 


area. Tumu Toka, translates to ‘hardened 


wood'or'stump of wood'- a reference 


to the ancient fossil forest with imprints 


of fallen trees and ferns from 180 


at low tide. A small population of 
endangered yellow-eyed penguins/ 
hoiho nest nearby. For their protection, 
dogs are not permitted at the fossilised 
forest or campground. From the 
camping ground there is access to 
Porpoise Bay, a popular swimming 

and surfing spot. During summer, you 
may see the rare Hector's dolphin/ 
upokohue swimming in the bay. 


C) WAIKAWA 


The Waikawa Museum has numerous 
displays relating to the early settlers 
and their industries of this once 
bustling port town. Short walk options 
include the Old Coach Road (20 
minutes return, and only passable at 
low tide), and the George Aitken Walk 
(20 minutes return). 


©) MCLEAN FALLS 


40 min return walk 

The Catlins highest and perhaps most 
spectacular falls are just a twenty 
minute walk from the car park through 
enchanting native rainforest. 
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Gi) CATHEDRAL CAVES 
50 min return walk 


Mother Nature de es when these 


ncredible sea caves soaring 30 metres 
kywards from the sandy shore are 
pen. Visit either side of low tide 
between October and May for only a 
mall entry charge. Check if they are 
open at www.cathedralcaves.co.nz. 


LENZ RESERVE 

Get into the heart of the Catlins 
Conservation Park and spot some very 
special wildlife like forest gecko, green 
tree frogs and 16 native fish species. 
There are walking trails and even 
accommodation in the Tautuku Forest 
Cabins. For more information visit 
www.forestandbird.org.nz. 


(C) TAUTUKU ESTUARY BOARDWALK 
30 min retum walk 
Take a delightful short stroll through 
this special hidden haven and into the 
estuary where it feels like a secret eco- 
amphitheatre. 


© LAKE WILKIE 
30 min return walk 
Tranquillity and serenity await at this 
peat lake famed for its mirror like 
reflections. Interpretation panels tell 
the tale of this unique forest habitat. 
Suitable for wheelchairs to the first top 
viewing point. 


(C) Tautuku BAY 
15 min return walkto the beach 
This stunning sweeping stretch of 
sand can be reached via the reserve 
orona bush path opposite the 
Outdoor Education Centre where 
the pounding surf and birdsong is 
the only soundtrack. 


FLORENCE HILL LOOKOUT 


This lookout offers spectacular views 
of Tautuku Bay and Peninsula one way 
with equally stunning Tahakopa Bay 
and Long Point the other way. The area 
has superb surfing spots 


PAPATOWAI 

Papatowai means where the forest 
meets the sea and visitors can see 
why. This little village is nestled in 
native bush with amazing beaches 
and coastal walks, There are wonderful 
waterfalls nearby like magnificent 
Matai and majestic McLean while 
Florence Hill offers breath-taking views 
over the Tautuku Peninsula, Venture 
onto a magical, mystical boardwalk 
into sacred wetlands or the serene 
sanctuary that is Lake Wilkie. There is 
also one of the world's largest sea cave 
complexes to explore, called "Cathedral 
Caves“ because of their sheer size and 
amazing acoustics. Also search out the 
quirky gem that could only be the Lost 
Gypsy with their incredible gizmos 
and gadgets. 


(E) COASTAL WALKING TRACKS 


40 min to 1 hr return walk 

A variety of wonderful walks with the 
chance to encounter yellow eyed 
penguins, sea lions and oystercatchers 
on these breathtakingly beautiful 


(2) OLD COACH ROAD 


40 min to 3 hr return walk 

This 40 minute return walk from the 
Tahakopa River Bridge travels through 
the southern-most stand of sliver beech 
and tree ferns, past an important Maori 
moa hunter archaeological site and onto 
a delightful deserted beach. Feeling more 
adventurous? Then take the signposted 3 
hour "Old Possumers Track“ 


MATAI FALLS 

30 min return walk 

Two wonderful waterfalls cascade next 
to each other. There is also an hour long 
heritage trail following the old train tracks 
which were used till 1971. 


Go) PURAKAUNUI FALLS 


20 min return walk 

These magical falls are perhaps New 
Zealand's most photographed and have 
even featured on a postage stamp. Once 
you see them it's easy to understand 
why!The track through the rainforest is 
suitable for wheelchair users. 


(7) CATLINS RIVER-WISP LOOP TRACK 
Two 12km routes that can be walked 
either way. You can choose to do sections 
or tackle the whole trail as a two day 

can also 


Must do... 


Spot Sea Lions at Newhaven 


(72) JACKS BLOWHOLE 


Thr return walk 

Jack' blowhole is a 55 metre deep 
sunken sea cave 200 metres inland from 
the ocean, connected by a tunnel. It is 

a rewarding half hour walk to the top 
with fabulous views across Jack's Bay and 
beyond. Please do not disturb stock. 


OWAKA 

Inthe heart of The Catlins, Owaka means 
“the place of canoe" hence the town's 
steel sculpture. Owaka's marvellous 
Museum is like a 3D storybook 
showcasing the areas rich wildlife as 

well as Maori and early settler history. 
Surrounded by stunning steep rainforest 
clad valleys and a tida! lake, Owaka and 
Pounawea have plenty of places to stay 
and the world famous Purakaunui Falls 
are just down the road. Nearby Surat and 
Cannibal Bays are rightly renowned for 
their seals and sea lions. 


(7) POUNAWEA BUSH WALK TRACK 


45 min return walk 

Ecologically important because of rare 
vegetation and virgin podocarp forest, 
this return walk takes 45 minutes but 
the saltmarsh area can only be reached 
at low tide. 


30 min return walk 


his track through sand dunes is 
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a great way to experience the world's 


rarest sea lions. Stay out of sight and don't 


get too close! 


) TUNNEL HILL 


( 


o9 


20 min return 

Built by hand in the 18905 and lined 
with locally made bricks, this is the 
southernmost rail tunnel in the country. 
An easy walk from the car park but do 
take a torch. 


ROARING BAY 
10 min return walk 
This lovely little cove next to iconic 


Nugget Point has a perfectly placed hide Cs) 


to spot rare yellow eyed penguins. It's a 
short stroll to the hide and the best time 
to view the penguins is as they return 
from sea in the evening just after sunset. 


NUGGET POINT/TOKATA 
LIGHTHOUSE 

20 min return walk 

This spot boasts amazing wildlife with 
chances to see fur seals, sea lions and 
elephant seals. It's a 10 minute walk to 
ighthouse with stupendous views 

to the big blue beyond punctuated by 
the famous nugget rock formations 


© 


KAKA POINT 

A secret surfing spot with stunning 
Scenery and a wealth of wildlife. This 
seaside settlement is a suitably splendid 
introduction to the captivating Catlins. 
The highlight has to be nearby Nugget 
Point withiits lighthouse, fabulous rock 
formations and staggeringly spectacular 
views! But it gets better - this is one of the 
only spots in the country where you can 
see fur seals, sea lions and elephant seals 
in the same place. Next door Roaring 
Bay is home to the very rare and very 
beautiful yellow eyed penquins, 


KAKA POINT BUSH WALK 

30 min return walk 

A lovely short bush walk which feels 
secluded from the modern world but 

is actually only a stone's throw from the 
quaint seaside settlement of Kaka Point. 


AWAKIKI BUSH SCENIC RESERVE 

30 min return walk 

An easy going loop walk through 
farmland where visitors can explore an 
outstanding 300 year old example of 
lowland totara forest. To get there tum off 
at Awakiki road, just past Telford Campus. 
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Visit... 


Discover more information at: www.i-site.org.nz 
www.southernscenicroute.co.nz www.doc.govt.nz 
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To re-order more, contact: 
orders@visitorpoint.co.nz 


Tag your photos! 


#SOUTHERNSCENICROUTE 


This brochure is produced by the Southern Scenic Route Steering Group 
whose members are shown below. Please visit our websites to learn more 
about local accommodation and activity options, conservation, 
recreation opportunities and driving conditions. 
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